Jokn Kenneth Galbf*éﬁzfiéé}‘ﬁbi?lﬁbys‘
an adviser to Presidents and a seer to be
rec%wzea’ with in ecomomic and political
matters.” He was born seventy-two years’
ago on a farm in. Canada, graduated
ﬁam Onrario Agrzwlmml C’o?/ege. and
went to work in the lower reaches of the’
Departmm[ of A gncaltt:re durin g. tﬁeu
Dezpression. .
Af success came zar]y J by ! 9-/] ﬁe
was ‘administering: “price” “controls under
FDR (where one of kis emp/a_yees was a
oung man named Rithard Nixon} —
Ga/brazz/i soon deve[opez[ the knack of
keeping success m perspec*me A camalty
of wartime  bureancratic. -maneuvers . w
Washin rftorz, ke went “on-to a- second
career In joumalxsm before rezzzrmng to
academia as a professor; of econopics at
Harvard. While there, i 1958, he put-
lished his best—bwwﬂ wor,é The Af |
fluent Society. ~ - = B
In 1960, G’albmrrhway orr znt:mate
terms with rwo contenders ﬁ;r vhe Demo-
cratic presz‘deﬂtml nommation, - Adlat
Stevenson and Jokn Kennedy, and, fnemz’- :
lywitha third, Lyndon ]a}insau, as read-]
ers will learn pext-week. ™
As Part One of the excerpuon “of |

- Galbraith's jbrtécommg memoty, A Life |
in Our Times, opens, Keénnedy has been
elecred Presxdmt and is about to make kis
Jriend, not an eminently vulnerable
chairman of the Council of Economic Ad-
visers close to home, but an eminently re-
moved yet unusually zr_:ﬂnenttal ambassa-|
dor to Tndia. - s pansiNr B
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resident Kennedy was ‘pleased to
P have me in his administration as
"~ he took office in 1961, but at a
suitable distance, such as in -India.
This saved him from a too close iden-
tification with my extemwely amcu-
lated economic views.-At his very first
press conference in Los Angeles after.
his nomination in 1960, he was asked
if he and the Democratic party_could

now be considered committed-to the’

ideas in my book Tke dffluent Society.
He evaded with skill and grace. A fcw
days aﬁer the election he asked Arthur!
Schlesmgcr if I wanted to be chalrrnan.
of the Council of Economic Advmers
Schlésinger_mentioned _my interest_in
India. Kennedy, Arthur’ said- after-

‘ward, seemed far from dxstr&ssed —

...._'l

o\ Mk 37, 1961,
Y } shortly before depart-
- " ing for India, I had

lunch at the Mer.ropolua—n»

Club in \Vashmgton w1th G.

Lewis Jones, a foreign service
officer. of conservative tem-
perament, then® the - assistant’
secretary - of state for Near
East and South Asian affairs.
He told me that he considered
[past or intended CIA activities
i India a blot on the demo-
cratic processes-we praised and
.affirmed. He-urged me to in-.

“indecency .in return.
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. Two mormnga farer T had”
a bncﬁng on mtellxgeflcc op-
erations 1n India by the CIA.
Richard M. Bissell, Jr., joined
it- and showed me a paper-
with the proposed budget for~
the coming year. Bissell was .
an economust of ability and in-
teﬂlgcnce and an early !\eyucr
sian, who, in the New Deal:
days, had held himself aloof
from the political enthusiasms
of the time: Keynes was one
thing; -liberal pohucs “was
somethmg else. In conse-
quence, his professional com-
petence, combined with his in-
ner conservatism, made. him"
highly acceptable to the busi-
nessmen. who were associated
in later years wirth the 7Mar-
shall Plan, and he was a’par-.

_ucularly influential-figure 1 in:

its’ management_and success.”
He went on:-to- join Aﬂen

‘Dulles in the belief that" com=

munism’ anywherc called for.
an automatic and often-un- |’
thinking response and’ that a
systern so-evil allowed of 'any

Bissell that " mornmg ‘foust’
have . been -taking tme off

“from -the  final stages of the

planaing .of the Bay of Pigs
operation,. if anything = that"
anarchic “could be said ‘to
have . been :planned. He was
deputy director of the CIA for

- plans,_ this. ‘being the cuphe~
‘mism: for' clandestine “opera-
“tions or ,what, opum:sucally,

were. assumcd 5010 remain: ;.4
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to an end. Lewi

”was a
good man . %




